McRaney 


the  appearance  of  the  motto  on  cui 

♦*-«  -^-rcion, 

••iii'iiniinn  Ml 


burden'  standard,1*  w; 

net  Judge  for  the  Southern  E 

til  Uit.  VAOV,  et  al.,  t>.  U.S.  Treasury,  the 

W0  had  alleged  that  their  repeated  use  of  federal  currency  b< 
M  national  motto  forced  them  to  endorse  the  idea  of  the  eat 
W  God  each  time  they  undertook  a  financial  transaction. 

One  of  the  plaintiffs,  a  numismatist  or  coin  collector,  alac 
■  was  forced  to  stop  collecting  coins  because  she  was  repeatedly  a 
the  presence  of  the  motto  on  U.S.  coinage. 


Pledge  fight  taken  up  by  Massachusetts  top  court 


Timid  press  releases, 
disinterested  bureaucrats 

|  finally,  the  U.S.  government 


States  to  engage  this  case.  When  a 
U.S.  citizen  —  a  Christian  pastor  - 
imprisoned  in  a  foreign 


American  Christian  pastor  being  land,  it  should  be  a  top  priority  of 
tortured  and  denied  medical  care  the  President  to  bring  him  home." 
in  the  bowels  of  one  of  the  most  Sekulow  also  quoted  Naghmeh 

notorious  prisons  in  the  world.  Adedini,  Saeed’s  wife,  as  say- 
The  administration  of  LLS.  ing,  "I  am  very  thankful  for  the 

President  Barack  Obama  trotted  statement  that  Secretary  of  State 

out  Secretary  of  State  John  Kerry  John  Kerry  made  to  Iran  regard- 
in  late  August  to  speak  forcefully  ing  Saeed's  immediate  return  to 
for  Robert  Levinson,  who  vanished  our  family,  and  I  hope  that  the 
in  Iraq  in  2007;  Amir  Hekmati,  Sute  Department  is  truly  willing 
who  was  arrested  in  Iraq  in  2011;  explore  all  avenues  to  secure  my 
and  Saeed  Abedini,  the  pastor  who  husband’s  release, 
is  being  held  in  Evin  Prison  in  “While  I  am  pleased  with  this 

Tehran  where  he  is  routinely  iso-  development,  I  still  expect  my 
lated,  starved,  beaten,  and  denied  president.  President  Obama,  who 
medical  care  for  internal  injuries  has  remained  silent  thus  far,  to 
from  the  beatings.  speak  out  on  this  very  critical 

"The  United  States  respect-  human  rights  issue  and  let  the 
tuity  asks  the  Government  of  the  Iranian  government  and  the  world 
Islamic  Republic  of  Tran  to  work  know  that  religious  freedom  is 


Detroit’s  bigger  bankruptcy 


Tn  the  midst  of  Detroit's  financial  bank- 
I  ruptcy,  there  is  a  much  greater  void  —  a 
-■-spiritual  bankruptcy. 

Detroit  has  had  international  impact 
for  decades.  Over  several  generations, 
Detroit  has  set  the  pace  for  American 
culture  through  its  industry,  music,  sports, 
and  much  more.  The  world  has  changed 
because  of  Detroit  Nevertheless,  we  now 
ponder  what  has  liappened  to  this  great  dty. 


buest  opinion 

with  Bobby  Gilstrap 


Even  amid 


ing  in  Detroit  the  dty  sits  under  a  doud  of 
financial  failure.  The  snapshot  of  failure  is 
captured  in  the  tens  of  thousands  of  aban¬ 
doned  buildings,  thousands  of  homeless 
residents,  decades  of  corrupt  politics,  and 
failing  dty  services. 


entireties,  itie  word  revitalization  is  more 
than  just  a  fed.  Established  churches  must 
be  revitalized  or  Detroit  never  will  recover 
from  its  spiritual  bankruptcy.  This  will  re¬ 
quire  men  willing  to  invest  their  lives  in  the 
process  of  turning  churches  toward  growth 
and  health. 

A  powerful  move  of  the  Hi 


spiritual  void  now  consumed  by  sin  and  in  a 
spiraling  decline 

What  has  led  to  such  spiritual  bank¬ 
ruptcy?  Why  would  any  individual  desire  to 
live  in  such  a  place?  How  can  we  explain  the 
great  need  to  see  the  darkness  eradicated  in 
such  a  dty  of  spiritual  blight?  How  can  De¬ 
troit  recover  from  spiritual  bankruptcy?  spiritual  battle  to 

Let  me  propose  three  godly  steps  to  spin-  in  this  great  dty.  1 

tual  renewal  in  Detroit  of  all  sizes,  among 

■  Recognize  the  crisis:  Unlike  many  among  all  ethnidl 

areas  of  our  country,  Detroit  has  never  expe-  called  to  go  beyon 
rienced  a  spiritual  awakening.  The  Detroit  comfortable,  to  sa 

metro  area  suffers  a  hopelessness  that  flows  Weneedpartm 
from  either  a  lack  of  spiritual  awareness  or  an  vision  of  healthy,  i 
inability  of  more  than  too  religious  groups  to  We  need  individu 
reach  the  masses.  Those  groups  range  from  ing  to  pray  unceas 

the  evangelical,  to  high  church  and  mainhne  We  need  partners 
groups,  toMtreme cults.  long-term  finance. 

■  Mobilize  prayer  warriors:  The  light  churches  and  their  pastoi 

of  the  Good  News  of  Jesus  can  only  shine  Will  you  accept  the  cal 


.  irit  is  es- 

„  ,  ,  Fe  must  send 

the  most  gifted,  God-called  church  planters 
—  men  who  are  servant  leaders,  entrepre¬ 
neurial  leaders,  and  evangelistic  leaders 
who  love  the  lost  at  all  cost.  We  must  send 
men  who  are  called  and  willing  to  join  the 
-i  -  *1  hack  the  lostness 

will  start  churches 


throughout  the  area. 
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SYRIA 


of  limes 


Americans  think 
that  aUS 
military  strike 
in  Syria  could  lead 
to  Armageddon 


Biblical  call  is  basis 
for  NAMB  prayer  fc 
laborers  in  harvest 


4»LiB\hy 

.  RESEARCH* 


Syria  conflict,  confusion  have 
people  looking  to  end  times 


remind  their  people  who  the 
Lord  of  the  harvest  is.  I  believe 
prayer  evangelism  is  something 
we’ve  gotten  away  from  in  the 
SBC.  (5x1  sometimes  has  to  re¬ 
mind  me  that  only  He  can  save 
a  soul. 

“Without  prayer,  our  evan¬ 
gelism  is  fruitless.  Pray  for  God 
to  send  workers  to  share  Christ 
with  the  lost  and  pray  for  God  to 
save  lost  people. 

A  TenTwo  video  is  available 
at  namb.net/video/tentwo/. 
Explore  additional  TenTwo  re¬ 
sources  at  namb.net/TenTwo . 


Everyone  is  welcome  to  come 
and  pray.  On  Wednesday,  Oct.  2 
at  10:02  a.m.  and  10:02  p.m.  we 
want  our  entire  church  to  pause 
and  pray,  wherever  they  are." 

Gary  Frost,  NAMB’s  Midwest 
Region  vice  president  who  also 
leads  the  mission  board’s  na¬ 
tional  prayer  strategies,  voiced 
excitement  forTenTwo’s  poten¬ 
tial  to  help  bring  the  Gospel  to 
communities  throughout  North 
America  and  beyond. 

"Penetrating  lostness  in 
North  America  is  a  huge  task," 

M  AMD 


American  adults  surprised  UfeWay  Research  asked  Iv  125*.)  or  never  aneno  wor- 

Ed  Stetzer,  president  of  Life-  three  questions  about  Syria  and  ship  service  (14%)  agreed. 

Way  Research.  the  end  of  the  world  as  part  of  a  Older  Americans  were  more 

■'We  weren’t  talking  about  telephone  survey  of  1001  Ameri-  likely  to  think  U.S.  airstnkes 
Armageddon  during  the  air  cans  conducted  Sept.  6-10.  could  lead  to  the  battle  of  Ar- 

strikes  on  Bosnia,"  he  said.  Of  those  polled,  32%  agreed  mageddon,  with  34%  of  those 

Previous  U.S.  military  action,  with  the  statement,  “1  believe  over  65  agreeing.  Only  21%  irf 
like  the  war  in  Afghanistan  or  air  the  battles  in  Syria  are  all  part  those  18  to  29  agreed  More 
strikes  during  the  1990s  war  in  of  the  prophecies  of  the  Book  younger  Americans  (24%)  than 
Bosnia,  didn't  get  the  same  reac-  of  Revelation."  Forty-nine  older  Americans  ( 15%)  think  the 
tion,  he  said.  However,  because  percent  disagreed.  world  will  end  in  their  lifetime. 

Syria  shares  a  border  with  Israel  Among  those  surveyed,  26%  About  a  third  (32%)  of  evange*- 

and  is  specifically  mentioned  in  affirmed,  “I  believe  that  U.S.  cal,  bom-apm,  fundamentals! 
the  Bible  people  relate  it  to  the  military  intervention  in  Syria  Christians  believe  the  world  will 
end  times,  LifeWay  found.  might  lead  to  the  Battle  of  Ar-  end  in  their  lifetime. 

Still,  Stetzer  said  he  could  mageddon  that’s  spoken  about  Mark  Hitchcock,  pastor  of 
see  why  linking  Bible  prophecy  intne  Book  of  Revelation.”  Faith  Bible  Church  in  Edmond, 

to  Syria  is  appealing  to  many  Women  (36%)  are  more  Ole,  and  author  of  The  End: 

Christians.  ItYnot  that  Chris-  likely  than  men  (28%)  to  see  a  A  Complete  Overview  of  Bible 
tians  want  the  world  to  end  or  link  between  current  events  in  Prophecy  and  the  End  of  Days, 
want  to  see  airstnkes  which  will  Syria  and  the  Bible.  Southern-  said  he  believes  the  Bible  doe 
lead  to  suffering,  Stetzer  said,  ers  (40%)  and  those  with  house-  predict  future  evente  in  the  Mid- 
but  they  do  want  Jesus  to  return  hold  incomes  under  $25,000  die  East,  but  die  Bible  prophecy 
to  set  things  right.  (41%)  are  more  likely  to  relate  teacher  at  DaUas  Theologicd 

"For  Christians  the  end  of  Syria's  woes  to  the  Bible.  North-  Seminary  said  he  doesn  t  think 
the  world  doesn’t  mean  de-  easterners  (24%)  and  those  with  the  trouble  in  Syria  was  predid- 
spair,"  he  said.  "The  end  is  really  incomes  over  $75,000  (20%)  ed  m  the  Bible, 
anew  beginning."  are  more  skeptical.  Instead,  Hitchcock  believes 

Israel  plays  a  major  role  in  The  biggest  difference  came  people  want  answers  in  trou- 
bibhcal  prophecy,  particularly  when  people  responded  to  the  bled  times.  Economic  hard 
in  the  Christum  theology  of  pre-  statement,  “I  believe  the  world  times,  political  unrest,  and 
millennial  dispensationalism.  will  end  in  my  lifetime.  Over-  violence  overseas  have  main 
That  theology  inspired  the  best-  all,  18%  agreed  while  70%  dis-  Americans  fearful,  he  said, 
selling  book.  The  Late  Great  agreed.  Thirty  percent  of  those  fading  them  to  see  unrest  in 
Planet  Earth,  in  the  1970s,  and  with  under  $25,000  in  house-  the  Middle  East  as  a  sign  that 
the  more  recent  Left  Behind  hold  income  agreed.  By  con-  God  is  acting  in  the  world. 
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Need  a  lijjht 


Jesus  said.  "1  ;im  lilt'  I  lull*  "I  lln1  "  oriel. 
W  h never  t'ollous  nit'  will  not  walk 
in  darkness  hut  will  hate  the 
lijiht  of  life."  i  John  S :  1, 2  > 


S i in |>l >  share  the  Inllnwini*  |)ra\ IT 
with  < i ml  in  iimriiwn  words: 


l.ord.  I  admit  that  I  need  mu. 

1 1  hate  sinned. I 
it t'liess  Inr  mt  sins 


12.  I  want  lor 

and  I'reedoni  from  eternal 
death!  1 1  repent. I 
A.  I  heliete  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  urate  to  loruite  nix  sins 
and  to  restore  mt  relationship 
with  tou.ll  heliete  in  Jesus. I 
4.  Its  faith.  I  intile  Jesus  (  firist 
into  mt  tile,  f  ront  this  time  on. 
I  y.ml  to  lite  in  a  lotion  relationship 
with  Him.  1 1  receive  Christ  as 
mt  Sat  ior  and  I .ord.l 


Maturing? 


L.D. 

O’Mire 


**lful  as  main  as  received  him.  In  them  lie  ua\e 
I  In  riuhl  In  Income  children  of  (.od.excii  In 
(hose  w ho  believe  in  his  name.**  (John  1:12) 
It  vnu  make  a  decision  fnr  Christ  todav,  contact  a 
local  Southern  Baptist  church  fnr  spiritual  guidance. 


senior  adult  now  supposedly  comes  to  that 
moment  with  a  mortgage  payment  that  is 
sizeable  and  other  debt  that  is  over  50,000 
dollars.  One  critical  stay  in  the  hospital  and 
they  can  be  on  the  edge  of  being  homeless 
ana  hopeless.  An  individual  can  only  live 
below  sea  level  for  so  long  until  poten¬ 
tially  they  wiU  be  living  in  a  flood.  So  what 
should  we  do? 

The  first  step  is  that  if  you  are  ever 
going  to  stop  getting  into  a  deeper 
and  deeper  bole  you  have  got  to  stop 


ost  of  us  can  vividly  remember 


|\/|  August  2005  when  Katrina  deci- 
X* A  mated  the  Gulf  Coast  While  the 
eye  of  the  storm  actually  came  into  Missis¬ 
sippi,  in  the  days  that  followed  the  major 
media  attention  was  on  New  Orleans. 
While  the  city  certainly  received  winds 
and  water,  the  great  destruction  came 
when  the  levies  broke  and  Lake  Pontchar- 
train,  the  Mississippi  River  waters  and  the 
Gulf  aO  filled  up  the  basin  of  the  city.  The 
sights,  sounds  and  the  tragedy  of  those 
days  continue  to  be  riveting,  breathtaking 
and  heartbreaking  even  until  now.  Many 
of  the  deaths  and  much  of  the  destruction 
that  came  to  the  river  dtv  was  not  because 
of  Katrina  and  her  fury,  but  because  the 


Living  Below  Sea  Level 


resources  that  God  has  given  you.  The 
answer  to  the  dilemma  is  to  stop  borrowing 
and  pay  off  more.  Debt  is  an  insidious  thief 
into  your  life  and  your  home. 


i  1  01 1  win  1 1  mi 

of  being  swamped  by  economic  storms.  As  Add  to  that  many  of  them  also  have  debt  Not  only  will  it  ruin 

individuals,  we  are  simply  following  other  related  to  credit  cards  which  means  that 
families,  communities,  cities,  states  and  our  they  have  double  debt  to  deal  with  along 
entire  country.  with  trying  to  get  started  in  life.  Many  of 

I  do  not  even  know  how  to  begin  to  talk  diem  think  that  if  they  can  just  keeppayii 

about  the  national  debt  of  17  trillion  dollars,  their  monthly  biD  that  everything  will  be 
But  this  I  do  know,  individually  Americans  okay,  and  they  will  fi 
are  digging  a  deeper  and  deeper  hole  of  get  out  of  debt.  The 

debt  No  ixibt,  you  have  read  some  of  the  five  so  dose  to  the  ec 

information  that  has  been  released  recent-  comes  they  are  soon 
ly.  This  is  not  only  the  dilemma  of  young  no  way  at  aD  to  get  o 

people  but  also  of  senior  adults.  During  the  At  the  other  end  ( 


without  it 


Paid  wrote  to  the  church  at  Rome  and 
said,  “Owe  no  man  anything,  but  to  love 
one  another”  (Rom.  3:8).  There  may  be 
times  and  places  where  you  need  to  owe 
something  in  order  to  be  able  to  accomplish 
what  you  are  doing  whether  it  is  buying  a 
car  or  a  home,  but  you  do  not  have  to  owe 
everybody  everything.  God  will  help  you 

and  you  can  be  prepared  to  be  a  blessing 

and  to  withstand  many  of  the  storms  tnat 

come  in  life. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 
No  longer  is  that  true.  The  average  tkms@mbcb.org. 


He  served  as  professor  of 
evangelism  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary,  occupying  the  Cecil 

B.  Day  Criair  of  Church  Plant¬ 
ing,  from  1996-2000,  and 
the  Max  and  Bonnie  Thorn¬ 
hill  Chair  of  Evangelism  from 
2001-07. 

In  2007,  he  left  New  Or¬ 
leans  Seminary  to  head  the 
Florida  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion's  evangelism  strategy 
department.  Since  2011,  he 
has  served  as  team  strate- 

_ _  gist  for  Florida  Baptists' 

La.,  from  English-speaking  cnurch 
planting  team. 


MPDAMFV  mon  delivered  outside  his  home 

IVIlrnMIVC  T  church  in  March  1987.  A  New 

cant,  from  p.  1  Orleans  Seminary  student  at  the 

'  time,  McRaney  was  filling  in  for 
mission  in  expanding  Gods  pastor  David  Lee  -  the  man  he  is 
Kingdom  for  His  glory.  I  am  now  replacing  at  BCMD. 
excited  about  the  journey  I  Lee,  originally  from  North 
will  share  with  our  churches  Carolina,  pastored  several 
and  their  leaders."  churches  in  Mississippi  and 

McRaney  was  pastor  of  Jack-  served  a 
son  Avenue  Church  in  Pas-  for  Jacks 
cagoula  from  1987-1991,  and  in  Pascal 
minister  of  youth  and  college  at  McRa 
Faith  Church,  Starkville,  from  Daybreal 
1986-1987.  “  ^ttk 

The  Dade  City,  FI.,  native  (996  anc 
credits  First  Church,  Moss  Point,  Church  1 
as  the  location  of  his  first  ser-  1 997-99- 


KFC  ZW  T  WRZOZQ:  TDC  QBAN  QBTQ 


GFOWBZR,  BZJ  JSWQ  GFOWBZR  BZJ  ZD 


First  Year 
GUARANTEED 


WRZOZQ  TDC  ZD  QOSQB 


LFBD  XFSO:  QGADQN-XFSO 


Clue:  A  -  E 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Mark  11:35 
By  Charles  Marx.  1932-2004.0  LOOS 
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What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light,  and  what  youhdSr  whispetahn  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 
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LUNCH  ,S  INCLUDED  christiTn/M^ 


ill  discuss_yrith  pastors' 


insane 

:lamati 


COMMISSION 


THE  CHURCH  &  RELIGIOUS  LIBERTY 


Sssrt 


When:  October  28,  2013-  10KX)  cun.- 1K)0  pjn. 
Where:  First  Baptist  Church  Jackson,  Miss. 
Christian  Life  Center  Dining  Room  (2nd  floor) 
Registrations  Register  online  at 
wwwJMSpastorsConference201 3  -eventhrtte.com 
OR  call  601-292-3329 


liberty 


AMD  &  SEMINARY 
EXTENSION 

DIRECTORS  BREAKFAST 


MS 


CLINTON,  MISS. 
OCTOBER  5 
COST:  $7 

\  a  .  y 

For  more  information  &  registration  contact  the 
Men's  Ministry  Dept,  at  601-292-3335. 


For  moretnformation  and  registration  contact  Cathy 
Taylor  (P/LD)  ,  cwtaylor@mbcb.org  or 
1-800-748-1651,  ext.  305.  * 


f'tfrprmrr  3 njormum 

Mission ' F‘ ratcev  office  M 

Mississippi  Bapti>.  ('<  'n  <•»;;:•••  Board 

601-292-3231 


T  TY-TTT^T'TN 


uTN 

Servants  oj  the  manifold  cjracc  of  6>od  M 

* 

GIVING  GOAL:  S  2,100,000 


rETER'4:JO 


Ministers 


}CS  Conference 


Fellowship  and  Encouragement  to  Ministers’  Wives 

October  28,  2043 

First  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

1:30  p.m.  -  3  p.m. 

, 

Guest  Speaker:  Barbie  Bassett 

Contact  Cathy  Taylor  in  the  Pastor/ Leader. ,r  j  Pt  elotrmerj  Dept 

for  registration  information.  1-80>74M-  Ibji  ext  305,  or 
cu  taylo  r@mhi  t>.  org 


B1VO  SMALL  CHURCH  COUNCIL 
MEETING  K.  MINISTERS  WIVES  MEETING 


ccrct'i  6 


\ . 


—  r 


»:  v  N.VA,  . 


.  »*.  V  .  VflVNv  U*  S  *»*5*  W  VI  v  Mil  ’  N.. 


.  t  VS  ..  Hs  \  *  **'V 


*.’•  t..  I...JS 

min'  !•  »»*  >i 


September  24  2013 
Broadmoor  Church  Madison 

September  30  2013 
Har r i sburg  Church  Tupelo 


PASTORS  AND  WORSHIP  LEADERS 

WORKSHOPS 

Pi«o»e  prexsj  .’**  w*  rt.^Fi  p/e*x*e  n.ate  her  ntex  motion  con—dH_ 

Abr  Wsodwori  faaor/Leadfnhip  D$feigp*ert  Dcpuimw.t  I  800.74S  165T ,  %*X.  3C$T 
or  Slot*'  Myrpby.  Church  NV.-,ic  ext.  267. 


GuideStone* 

Financial  Resources 

Do  well  Do  right  *  MMHnir/MMIV 

Did  you  know  that  a  minister  at  ago  30  could  gat 
$100,000  Ufa  protaction  mtha'Tha  Church 
Ratiramant  HonV  At  ago  40,  it's  $ 75.000 .  Isn't  the 
Cooperative  Program  groat* 


“  '  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST 

ALL-STATE  YOUTH  CHOIR 
Q  &  ORCHESTRA 


2014  - 


AUDITIONS  2014 

:PTEf*\BFR  OCTOBER  2013 
$  lb  AUDITION  FEF  i 


*  vim  I.  .'.'i  /<>I4  fMi  »  v.r.  i  rt  a  tivttr  ANl  > 

VVL>lV£t*  IN  JH4  Mi/S*.  WiN/SlHY  tM  A  M’tiHSW**:  SOOTHf  MN  UAHtf.t  CM U«W  If 

»£u/srr p  /  wec«&  pr*or  ro  rnt  Auptno*  .  • 


Thursday,  Mvanrmv 

4:00  -  noo  F.M. 

M«$T  SAPTIST  CHURCH,  MRRIOIAN,  MS 

THURSO  AT,  OCTOSIR  10,  3013 
4i00  -  7i00  F.M. 

FAIRVIRW  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  COLUMBUS,  MS 

SUNDAY,  OCTOSIR  13,  3013 
3)00  -  4:00  PJR. 

NORTH  OXFORD  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  OXFORD,  MS 

SATURDAY,  OCTOSIR  It,  3013 
1:00  •  4:00  P.M. 

BAPTIST  BUIIOINO,  JACKSON,  MS 

SUNDAY,  OCTOSIR  30,  3013 
3:00  -  3:00  P.M. 

BAPTIST  BUIIOINO,  JACKSON,  MS 


CNUKMMUKMFMRMOM 
MOAT  I  SSSPRS  MSI, MB. SAP. 


FORMATION  CONTACT  1 
I BAPHST  WUWHHOII 


7///JJ/JJ//J/J '/  $a/j//s/ 

a'  J&  J  '  M 


TRANSITIONAL 

PASTOR 

TRAINING 


Dates:  October  1,  2013 
Time:  10  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 
Location:  MBCB,  Sky  Room 
Cost:  S10  for  Material 


Led  By: 

firuc.r  C.ipplrmnn 


Al.in  Woodwnrd 


A> 

fl 


Plrnr.r  make  reservations  by  September  PO, 

P01 3,  so  llml  we  might  prepare  rftnlnrinlr.. 

* 

Contact:  Carol  Taylor,  Cl:::rrl:-Minislrr  Relations 
Depart  ment ,  1 -B00-74S  1  .  C01-?0?-3??7 

or  E-mail  rht  aylor  mbrh  errj 


JANUARY  IMS,  1014 

COSTi  U  FIR  FRRSON  RY  DICRMBBR  t,  *011 

MOISTS*  HOW  FOR  THI  ARIA  KIVROARO  FSSTIVAL  HRAR  YOU.  VISIT 
OUR  WRI  RITR  TO  IRR  FULL  LISTIHO  OF  LOCATIONS  AND  TIMM.  YOU 
HAY  ALSO  V1RW  THR  ARRA  KRYROARO  HANDROOK  FROM  THIS  FAOR. 

FOR  MOM  INFORMA  now  •  FROM TM  HOW  CONTACT  TNI  CHURCH 
MUSK  MFARTMRNT  OF  THR  MFCS  AT  MI4H  M7I 


f  ^  lA.-i  ^ 1 


SAT..  MARCH  ID,  1014  -  SUN..  MARCH  SO,  1014 
MARCH  1»,  liOOAM  -  MARCH  10.  4i00PM 
WYNNDALI  RAPTIST  CHURCH,  TIRRY 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT  THE 
CHURCH  MUSIC  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  MBCB  AT 
601-292-3272. 


see. 

hear. 

GO 


MISSISSIPPI  ft APTlSl 
STIJDF  fit  MlSSft  >N-. 


:  Ion  w:  f  ANtfiSflll IpTuiAw  AK"AHOlil  wmAi  wi 
i  MAVI  *>IIN  ANUJII  ARO-JAi.  li/I  Vo  • 


nuMMiin  Mir.r.ioNAix'V 

www.inr»Mi  inflow  nof - 


i of  mot**  information  (ontnrt  ftie  Coflegicifi-  Munsfiy  of  ft »«• 
Mi  .M*.M|j}>i  Hdptnl  Convention  Booed  ot  601  ?V?  37W 


Pray  this  day  for... 


September  20  -  October  10,  2013 


'  Fer  where  foe  or  three  are  eg there}  ih  by  HAMe,  there 
a*.  I AMey^theM.  '  MAtthew  J8>:20 


Pray  torajeam  Of  14 
from 


Pray  for  Janey  Hol¬ 
loway.  missionary 

Pray  for  a  team  from 

Lamar  Association. 

Pray  lor  Ronald  4 

nm,„l,i  Ufiluiai 
■ivTci  ij  nwino, 

Pray  for  Michael  & 
Patricia  Hotyfiefd,  ms- 

Peoples  through  student 
evangeffcrfi 

Peoples 

through  church  ptanong. 
churcfvhorae  outreach 
Sevangefem 

European  Peoples 

-HfUi  1 

Pr»  for  Millard  4  Su¬ 
san  Jones,  n  totonanes 
rrsnatering  to  East  Asian 
Peoples  through  student 
evangedRh  5 

Pray  for  John  4  Melin¬ 
da  Kyzac  missionaries 
ministering  to  European 
Peoples  through  persorv 
aiirabon,  churfhAsorr*- 
outreach  &  evangefrsm 

Pray  ftx  Timothy  & 
Rebecca  Ughtscy. 

rmsionanes  minister  inq 
to  American  Peopies 
through  strategy  coor* 
cknaoon.  cfkjravhome 
outreach  &  evangelism 

Pray  for  Bob  4  Amy 

Little,  mi  syonanes  min¬ 
istering  to  Sub-Saharan 
African  Peoples 

Pray  for  Daniel  & 
Claudia  Hood,  mis- 
sionanes  rmrwemg  to 
NorthAfccanfcfvtddle 
Eastern  Peoples  through 
outreach 


Pray  for  Asbury  & 
Jeatmie  Martin,  mis¬ 
sionaries  mastering 
to  American  Peoples 
through  chuth/rwme 
outreach  &  evangelism 


f!o?cua5oc9/20- 


P ray  for  Tony  4  Dentta 
Inmon,  missionaries 
ministering  to  American 

SB8I, 

outneachfi  i 


Pr*>  for  Tom  4  Cyn¬ 
thia  Martin,  mssronar- 
.  *s  ministering  in  Las 
WegaL  NV  through  the 


Pray  for  Jeffrey  & 
Lieu  Holeman,  mis¬ 
sionaries  mmistenng 
to  American  Peoples 
througtTOatecfrfcocrti- 

^zr 


Prefer  Lei 

I  Johnson,  missionaries 
ministering  to  European 

” :  •  9f  JT  ® 

■feiLO 


Pray  for  Robert  &  Jan¬ 
ice  Mooney,  missionar¬ 
ies  ministenng  to  Euro¬ 
pean  Peoples  through 
strategy  coordination,  m 
churcn/homec 


&  evangelism 


•  outreach 


Online  Training  for  Missions  S  Women's  Ministry  Leaders 


Prefer  Stephen  4 
Svetlana  Parish,  mts- 


Pray  for  John  4  Sarah  Pray  for  Michael  4  San  Pray  for  John  &  Amy 

Perkins,  missionaries  ah  Prewitt,  rmsionaries  Puri,  missionaries 

ministenng  to  European  ministering  to  European  mmotennn  to  Euro 

Peopies  through  mason  Peoples  through  church  pean  Peofxes  through 

support  church/home  pianbng,  churr  hrhome  volunteer  coordination. 

cMreach  &  evangelism  outreach  5.  evangelism  community  oucreach 


ministering  to  Euro¬ 
pean  Peoples  through 
volunteer  coordination, 
community  outreach 


aWl-»2  lltlu 


U# , 


-  tsipp  WriU.POBc.  S  O.  Jackson  MS  39205 . 1-800-748-1651  tit 323. ... mbctu.ro 

V7~7r  ^ ; - 

/ 1  /¥  If  //  1  /  /  ,A.  .  i 


S  P-m..  Pri..  Nou.mt.r  IS  -  2  plm..  Sat..  Movwn her  14 
Omaywm  Camp  4  Conference  Center 

Motiier /Daughter  Overnight  a  a  spacer  time  lor  motors  end  daughters  (grades  1  -  6)  to  shi 
•^myae  Cemp  »  Conlerenra  Cemm  Pwrioipam.  have  an  oppomtoy  to  m~l  , 
spend  tvn.  mrt  moworwm.  Activtof  include  owsfrip.  eempfr.,  crafts  and  recreation 
ovmtghts  bagtn  at  5  p  m  on  Fnday  and  condud*  at  2  p.m.  on  Saturday 

Far  more  mformetton  contact  Gereyws  Cemp  *  Conference  Center  et 
401-924-7034. 


ICDITSB^ 


L  )  ^ 


For  more  information  contact  the  Stewardship/CP  Promotion  Dept 
at  1  800  748  1651.  ext.  347. 


MS  POSITIONS 


MEDICARE 

Supplement 


MOTTO 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

►  Elton  C hurt*.  Granada:  Hattiesburg:  Homecoming. 

teviv-J,  Sept  22-25;  Sun.,  u  Sept  22;  services,  10  a.m.,  fof 
i.m.  followed  by  covered  dish  lowed  by  hinch;  George  Berger, 
unfit  and  singing  with  Brad-  speaker;  Ronnie  Cottingham, 
ord  Chapel  out  ofthe  Heavenly  music;  Jimmy  Hill,  pastor, 
highways  song  book  and  after-  ►  Center  Church.  Blue 
total  service;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  Springs:  Revival,  Sept  22-25; 
Mt;  Wayne  Hudson,  speaker.  Sun.,  6  pun.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7 
Jo  'I  Ingram,  music.  pjn.;  Tommy  Whaley,  speaker. 

►  Beulah  Church,  Lexing-  Hrst  Church,  Pott*  Camp: 
ton:  Homecoming,  Sept.  22,  Revival,  Sept  22-25;  Sun.,  6 
11  a.m.,  followed  by  lunch  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Phil 


FARMHAVEN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  B  SEEK-  UMON  HALL  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 
MG  A  Bl- VOCATIONAL  MMBTER.  Please  BROOKHAVEN.  US.  B  SEEKING  A  PART- 
send  your  resune  to  420  Pal  Lucks*  Rd.,  TUB  BSVOCATWRAL  YOUTH  ORECTOR 
Carton  MS  39046  or  Cal  Tommy  FaJrar  Resumes  may  be  rated  to  tie  duoh  at  1242 
601-665-7651  Note  Road  N.  E.  Brookhaven,  MS  39601. 

CLEAR  BRANCH  BAPTBT  CHURCH  WES-  ATTENTION  Youh  Oreaot  Saaren  ComnWee 
SON.  US  B  SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME  YOUTH  MMBTER  OF  STUDENTS  I  ASSOCIATE 
MMBTER.  Please  send  resumes  to  dear  PASTOR-  BROOKSOE  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
Brancn  Baplsl  Cam*  2166  Cher  Branch  Lane  Job  Descnplon  avalabte  on  mbste  www  brook- 
NE  Wesson.  MS  39191  sideob  com.  Send  cover  teller  and  Resume  t> 

03 — 5S55Z5 — .urns — mum  BrooksideBapestChuidi.  Personnel  Team  4993 

^T^StoS^Sn  ScaUl.  Hwy  302  E  Otere  Brand.  MS  38664 _ 

MG  RESUMES  FOR  THE  POSITION  OF  ARLINGTON  HEIGHTS  BAPTBT  CHURCH 


O’Mire 
Financial 
*  Services 
1. 800.8^4.3254 


FRIENDSHIP  EAST  CHURCH,  CHARLESTON,  celebrated 
its  100th  anniversary  OcL  7, 2012.  Shown  is  AMD  Lowell 
Ingram  presenting  the  Centennial  Certificate  from  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Historical  Commission  to  pastor  Robert  Clark. 


via  e-mail,  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format  Hard 
fiOPV  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
service  will  not  be  accepted  Photographs  must 
be  dear,  sharp,  and  welHighted  Photographs 
must  depict  people  No  landscape-,  building-,  or 
object-only  photographs  will  be  printed 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  obyectionebie  clothing  will  not  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  ru'd  other  low  resolution 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  well  on  newspnnt 
are  generally  not  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items 
and/or  photographs  wiH  be  published,  and 
unsolicited  material  will  not  be  acknowledged 
All  news  items  are  subtect  to  editing,  and  all 
photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published 
one  time  only  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is 
one  week  prior  to  requested  publication  date 
Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will  be 
published  on  a  space-available  basis  These 
guidelines  are  not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Box 
530.  Jackson,  MS  39205-0630.  FAX:  (601)  292* 
3330  E-mail:  baptistrecordBmbcb  org 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  churches  ot  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
wiH  not  be  published 

-  Preferred  method  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  th$  email  address  below,  and 
must  be  included  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  pnnted  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  and  mailed  Ail  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing;  no  articles  wiH  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 
permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the 
who.  what.  when,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person  s  address  and 
telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically 


DO  YOU  NEED  A  CHURCH  PIANBT?  Try  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY. 


ESTIMATES.  Davis  Upholstery.  Quitman 
Miss  ptone  601-7766617. _ 

GET  THE  BEST  RATES  ON:  HeaH  Insurance 


1-877-977-6800 _ 8196  or  vm  wvrw  TirtertnauanoaCMne  com 

FIRST  BAPTBT  MARION.  ARKANSAS  qatuNBURG  RENTALS:  Calm  $9&Wte 
ffgU*  9  and  Condo  S75nite  Contact  832  922  0401  ot 

TIME  MNBIEtt  OF  WORSES’: k>  teed  a  large  Mtw4760@aH.nel  kx  ntamaaon  and 

nut-boated  worshp  mmty.  Resunes  go  k>  M 

Dr  Cby  HsNnarfc.  PO  B016.  Manon.AR^64  ^ _ _ . _ 

or  cSavhaknark@firstnanon  erg  GET  AWAY  AT  BETSTS  UL  CABINS  cal  lor 

CHURCH  INSURANCE  SPECIALIST  a  orodue  60 1-9106641  _ _ 

SJSSeWoS^JfSi.  MSURANCt  a  NFORWU,^  VA«TKW 
ratonal  teader  nsuhng  counties  n  aBance  »tti  CONDOS:  GULF  SHORES  6  ORANGE 
GudeStene  Piwdes  property,  laWtey  aAo  and  BEACH.  AL  Rert  dred  tom  Chnslan  Fam*y 
eofter's  oomp  -  cal  1  (800)  422*3384  to  regesi  Oners  Lowest  Pnceson  he^Md^^. 
3901*1003/  guHshorescondoscom  206-5560368  205-752- 

MERKKAN  BAPTBT  CHURCH.  JACKSON  '-231,251-752-2366 - — — — 

TENN  (WWW.MBCJAX.ORG  )  B  SEEKING  WM00W  AMD  SCREEN  SHOP  —  WINDOWS 
A  FULL  TIME  ASSOCIATE  PASTOR  OF  AND  sloim  windows  bUIID«  you  opening  Plus 
YOUTH  ANO  RECREATION  Haase  e-mal  ,*»  wnoov.  screens  and  rescreen  old  screens 
you  resune  id  cooper  ,mons@yahoo  com  Cal  Tom  Cook  601-7094679 

Apptcaton  Oeadteie  October  25 _  STAMED  GLASSWORKS,  INC ,  serving  MS  4 

WANT  A  GOOD  GROUP  OF  CHRISTIAN  AL  snoe  1992  Cal  90Q605-297C _ 

WOMEN  TO  ENTERTAM  AT  YOUR  NEXT  jEBREN'S  SIDING  www  setxenhomeim- 
GR<Sr?  provemenl  com  Chnsean  owneO  Don  &  Rita 

Roos  awashluDgroie  Wevig  telpk«  arte  go,.  992. 2092  AH  home  reprove- 

pay  returner*  Cal  us  at  601-857-0736  K  up**,  enerav  efficient  windows  metal 


tor  2014 


The  Baptist  Record  September  19.2013 


Mrs.  Dorothy  Gilbert 
Becky  Holland  Morgan 

Mrs.  Marie  W.  Davis 
Mr.  Fleet  Morris 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lester 
Haddox 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Murchison 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ernest  L. 
Scruggs 

Mr.  Danny  Newman 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Victor  L. 
Walsh 
Mr.  Steve  Nobles 

Mr.  Truman  Manning 
Springfield  BC 
Lonnie  W.  Parker 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles 
Chrestroan 

Mr.  Henry  “Hank*  F.  Peebles, 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Terty  H. 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry 
Sisco 

Mr.  Cedi  Flemons 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David 
White 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  E.  E.  Fortenberry 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Glen  D. 
Fortenberry 
Annie  Mae  Foster 

Ms.  Martha  H.  Woods 
Joanne  Fuller 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Martin  V. 
Chaney 
Lawrence  Gallaher 

Bill  ft  Michelle  Beard 
Gregory  Stephen  Galloway 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Vaughn 
Galloway 
James  A.  Gardner 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Waiter  M. 
Burns 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jack 
Nolan 

Jeanine  McGowen  Garner 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  BiU 
Jackson 

Dent  ft  Linda  Ball 
Neely  BC 
Mrs.  Velma  Gatlin 

Dr.  *  Mrs.  Victor  L 
Walsh 

Mrs.  Jessie  Mae  Gerald 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Victor  L. 
Walsh 

Mrs.  Barbara  Gibson 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Victor  L. 
Walsh 

Mr.  Floye  Giles 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Hubert  T. 

Kendrick 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Dan 

Stringer 

Mrs.  Juanita  Gillespie 

Springfield  BC 
Henry  Graham 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Byron 
Dean 

Mrs.  Jean  Graham 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Carey 
«  Stanley 
Mr.  Radford  Green 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Dennis  U 
McPhail 

Herman  Legrtte  Greer 

Dixie  Attend.  Ctr 
Faculty  ft  Staff 
Mrs.  Jean  Griffin 

Dr  ft  Mrs  Victor  L 
Watt 

Jimmy  Gunn 

Mrs  Irene  B  Phillip. 
Mr.  Frank  Hall 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Perry  E. 
Atherton 
Irene  Ham 

Mr.  Robert  E.  Donnell 
Bloodie  Jean  Hamilton  Skelton 
Mr  ft  Mrs  Lyle  V. 
Corny 

Anna  Kathryn  Hamric 
Ms  EthdeenJ 


c#»u>a 


Mrs.  Mary  D.  Horton 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  BiU 
Newsom 
Mable  Hinton 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Warren 
Strickland 

Mrs.  Emma  Mae  Holder 
Spring  Hill  BC 
William  Cody  lasigi 

Fidelia  Class, 

Gills  burg  BC 
Mavis  Pauline  James 

Ms.  Mary  Joyce 
Watkins 
Stan  Jenldns 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Chris 
Federick 

Mrs.  Irene  B.  Phillips 
Tuscola  BC 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Johnson 

Mrs.  Martha  Jane 

Willi*  mu 

Saleta  Kennedy 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry 
Sisco 

Beth  Keyes 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  R.  N. 
Humphreys 
Gus  Laird  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry 
Sisco 

Pay*  Sawyer  Landrum 

Monroe.  Mary  ft 
Michael  Landrum 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  E. 
Holland 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ray 


Ms.  Elizabeth  H. 
Mikell 

Ms.  Mary  Joan 
Stewart 
Ms.  NeU  Lee 
Ms.  Patricia  Becton 
Parkman’s  SSC, 


Dr.  Rory  Lee,  Executive  Director 

P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  390604027 
(601)922-2242 


Horseshoe  Bay  Wmns 

Golf  Assoc  9  Holers 

Lt.  Col.  ft  Mrs.  Doug 

VgfederPool 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charles  A. 

Thornton 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  G.  A. 

Smith,  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Gary  K. 
Ferguson 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  P. 
Bigham 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jim  Wylie 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Mike 
Young 

Mr.ftMrs.SylJ. 

Gaisbauer 

Mr.  Roy  Butler 

Mr.  Walter  R.  Barbee 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Barbee 

Ms.  Susan  C 

Doughtie 

Ms.  Winifred  L 

Woodruff 

Scott  ft  Gail 


Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Charles 
Cooper 

The  Bynum  Family 

The  Culberson  Family 

Woody  ft  Ginger 

Sherman 

Miss  Celeste  Cade 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Demery  F. 

Grubbs 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Henry  S. 
McDevitt 


Larry  Hood  ft  Family 
Charles  Hood  ft 
Family 


Mrs.  Ann  P.  Moore 
Ms.  Lorine  David 
Mrs.  Rebecca  P. 
Peebles 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jack 
Stoner 

Ms.  Caledonia  Bath 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  BiU  Wood 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Paul  K. 
Dano 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lloyd  K. 
Eleuterius 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  E. 
GUnviUe 
Elaine  Oswah  Perry 

Cumberland  BC 
Mrs.  Sheila  Huffman 
Mrs.  Iva  Lou  “Peggy"  Pickering 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  E. 
Clark 

Buddy  ft  Linda  Meyer 
Mrs.  Rebecca  W. 
Norsworthy 
Bonnie  Lynn  Polk 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Carroll 
Polk 

Jennifer  Logan  Powell 

Ms.  Delories  BeU 
Mr.  Roger  Prentiss 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Victor  L 
Walsh 

Mr.  Charles  Reardon 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Victor  L 
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Salvation  Offered  •  John  3:1-16 


I  could  not  believe  my  eyes.  There  they 
were  in  a  store  in  Jackson.  Surely,  it  was  a 
mirage.  A  quick  assessment  of  my  senses 
confirmed  what  I  saw  in  front  of  me  was  in 
fact,  rod:  Christmas  decorations  in  August! 
It  was  dose  to  too  degrees  outside,  but  in¬ 
side  it  was  December  and  festive.  It  appears 


earlier  each  year.  While  our  commercial- 
crazy  culture  is  something  we  cannot  avoid, 
there  is  something  we  can  do.  We  can  re¬ 
member  the  source  of  Christmas  no  matter 
the  date  on  the  calendar.  If  you  are  reading 
this  commentary,  it  is  a  safe  assumption 
that  you  have  heard  John  3:16  before.  But 
how  recently  have  you  stopped  and  realized 
the  great  gift  God  gave  us  when  He  sent  Je¬ 
sus  to  the  world?  The  incarnation  of  Christ 
is  the  single  most  important  event  in  histo¬ 
ry.  Without  it,  the  crucifixion  and  resurrec¬ 
tion  would  not  have  been  possible.  Venture 
with  me  through  a  portion  of  John  3  as  we 
contemplate  a  series  of  questions. 

Curious?  (3:1-3) 

Because  of  his  high  standing  among  the 
religious  leaders  of  the  day,  much  atten¬ 
tion  has  been  given  to  the  fact  Nicodemus 
visited  with  Jesus  at  night.  Most  imply 
Nicodemus  did  this  to  avoid  being  seen 
by  his  fellow  Pharisees.  Others  believe  he 
did  so  to  have  more  one-on-one  time  with 
Christ  and  avoid  the  crowds  that  followed 
Him  daily.  While  it  may  make  for  inter¬ 
esting  discussion,  it  is  by  no  means  the 


most  meaningful  part  of  the  story. 

Nicodemus  came  to  Christ  with  ques¬ 
tions.  In  other  words,  he  came  with  curi¬ 
osity.  You  may  not  realize  it,  but  there  are 
countless  numbers  of  people  each  week 
that  visit  your  hurch  worship  services  with 
deep  and  sincere  questions  about  Jesus.  Do 
not  be  afraid  of  their  questions.  Questions 
are  often-time  indicative  of  a  growing  faith. 
Some  days  my  wife  and  I  are  inundated 
with  questions  from  our  two  daughters. 
They  may  range  from  the  simple  to  the 
insoluble,  but  it  shows  their  willingness  to 
learn  and  seek  understanding. 

Concerns? 

(3:4-9) 

Nicodemus 
moves  from 
curiosity  to 
some  genuine 
concerns.  In 
verse  3,  Jesus 
has  shared 
with  Nicode¬ 
mus  he  must  be  bom  again  to  see  the  king¬ 
dom  of  God.  What  did  Jesus  mean,  “bom 
again?”  “How  can  someone  be  bom  when 
they  are  old?"  “Entering  into  the  womb  a 
second  time  is  not  possible,  is  it?”  Nicode¬ 
mus  expressed  concern  and  maybe  a  hint  of 
worry.  His  questions  revealed  his  difficulty 
understanding.  Again,  1  remind  you:  ques¬ 
tions  are  acceptable  to  God.  He  can  handle 


them.  He  is  neither  angered  nor  disturbed 
by  our  queries.  Jesus  snares  with  him  the 
feet  of  salvation  being  a  work  of  the  Spirit 
There  is  nothing  anyone  can  “do"  to  expe¬ 
rience  salvation.  It  must  be  a  supernatural 
act  Even  still,  Nicodemus  had  questions. 
“How  can  this  be?”  he  inquired. 

Comprehend?  (3:10-12) 

While  Christ  demonstrated  patience  and 
love  toward  Nicodemus,  He  also  wanted  to 
challenge  him  beyond  religious  compre¬ 
hension.  It  is  also  evident  in  verse  to  that 
Christ  is 
making  a 
deliber¬ 
ate  point 

Explore  the  Bible 

(M  codemus, 

with  Bobby  McKay  "Are  you 

a  teacher 
i  of  Israel 

'  Swk  and  do 

not  un¬ 
derstand 

these  things?”  Jesus  is  not  attempting  to 
humiliate  Nicodemus,  but  He  is  teaching 
him  humility.  Christ  was  illustrating  to  Ni¬ 
codemus  that  while  he  may  have  (nought 
he  had  the  textbook  answers  correct,  lie 
was  still  not  accepting  the  fact  that  salva¬ 
tion  is  from  above.  From  the  outside,  Nico¬ 
demus  was  intelligent,  pious  and  respected. 
On  the  inside,  (where  only  Jesus  can  see) 


he  was  ignorant 
also  loved. 


lost  and  in  need.  He  was 


Consider?  (3:12-16) 

With  these  verses  in  front  of  us,  we  have 
the  most  popular  known  passage  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  Scripture.  I  asked  you  earlier  in  this 
commentary  if  you  have  recently  paused 
and  realized  how  great  of  a  gift  the  Father 
gave  us  when  He  sent  His  Son  into  the 
world.  Well,  have  you?  Will  you  stop  and 
consider  the  Father’s  love?  Do  it  Right 
Now!  God’s  love  for  the  world  has  no  ex¬ 
piration  date,  no  conditions,  and  no  fine 
print.  In  his  modem  hymn,  “How  Deep 
the  Father’s  Love  for  Us,"  Stuart  Townend 
beautifully  composed  these  words: 

How  deep  the  Father’s  love  for  us,  how 
vast  beyond  all  measure,  that  He  should 
give  His  only  Son  To  make  a  wretch  His 
treasure. 


I  will  not  boast  in  anything 
power,  no  wisdom,  but  twill  Sc 
Christ 

His  death  and  resurrection. 


no  gifts,  no 
ast  in  Jesus 


Why  should  1  gain  from  His  reward ? 
I  cannot  give  an  answer,  but  this  l  know 
with  all  my  heart 

His  wounds  have  paid  my  ransom. 

McKay  is  pastor  of  Harperville 
Church,  Harperville. 


The  Pressure  of  Words  •  James  3:1-18 


I  try  to  ignore  the  admonitions  and  wis¬ 
dom  of  James  as  much  as  possible.  He  is 


so  in  my  face  as  he  talks  about  two  major 
issues  in  Chapter  3  that  I  need  not  ignore. 
One  is  choosing  to  be  a  teacher  and  then 
controlling  the  tongue.  He  makes  no  bones 
about  teachers  being  judged  more  strictly 
and  therefore  must  be  more  cautious  about 
what,  when,  where,  how  we  teach.  A  teach¬ 
er  is  not  confined  to  one  who  stands  in  the 
classroom,  but  parents,  co-workers,  super- 

vitm  sihlinoc  dtvwiopc  fTH’s  nrpsifipnts. 


mechanics,  every  classification  of  humanity 
is  a  teacher.  (My  dad  used  to  say  “you  can 
leam  something  from  everybody  -  either 
what  to  do  or  whatnot  to  do  .) 

How  often  have  you  heard  families  with 
a  mentalh/Dhvsicallv  challenged  mem- 


a  1,000  other  folks?  T  always  believe  that 
one.  I  grew  up  with  one  of  my  peers  who 
»ve  up  for  adoption  her  newborn  Downs 
Syndrome  child  some  20  years  ago.  She 
slowly  and  sadly  realized  her  own  life  be¬ 
come  myopic,  diminished,  and  was  denied 
life-giving  incentives.  Sadly  in  America,  we 
have  those  “teaching"  without  being  called, 
and  erroneously  instructing  the  church  in 
its  doctrines  and  Biblical  interpretations. 
Sad  indeed. 


The  Biblical  term  “nouthesia”  means  mouth,  a  small  rudder  controls  the  dii 
to  bring  about  change  by  verbal  means,  of  a  huge  ship,  and  one  smaU  lighted 
The  Word  came  in  the  flesh  to  bring  about  can  start  miles  and  miles  of  fire.  Thi 
God’s  change  V.  2  paraphrased  says  "all  of  thins  much  larger  than  your  tongi 
us  stumble  in  manv  ways,  and  if  you  do  not  mudi  easier  to  control. 

James  abewf  how  tooontredthe  tong 
and  this  can  be  distorted  bv  allowng  ill-  one  is  to  be  slow  to  anger  (the  delay 
chosen  words  to  be  heard  from  us.  Gossip  png  your  tongue).  Brafle  the  tongue 
is  a  most  powerful  tod,  destroying  homes,  it  bodies  you.  Deny  the  new  age  lie  tl 
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companies, 
employ- 

ment,  mar-  #  1  •* 
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Often  it  is  with  Evelyn  Gibson 

not  what  ' 

is  said  but  frj 
where  and 

1  u  irn'T*.-  ton 

you 

creates  a  seemingly  never  ending  ^rob-  that  foe  whole  world  shoufo  revdve . 
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r  our  mouth  and  vocal 


mouth,  a  small  rudder  controls  the  direction 
of  a  huge  ship,  and  one  small  lighted  match 
can  start  miles  and  miles  of  fire.  There  are 
things  much  larger  than  your  tongue  but 
muen  easier  to  control. 

There  are  not  too  many  details  from 
James  about  how  to  control  the  tongue,  but 
one  is  to  be  slow  to  anger  (this  delays  wag¬ 
ging  your  tongue).  Bridle  the  tongue  before 
it  bodies  you.  Deny  the  new  age  Be  that  self 
must  come 
’  “  first  since 

the  Chris¬ 
tian  mes¬ 
sage  clearly 
says  put 
God  and 
your  neigh¬ 
bor  before 
you.  Don’t 
convince 
yourself 

that  the  whole  world  should  revolve  around 
you  (or  your  children),  for  that  can  take  a 

The  true  wisdom  James  talks  about  in 
V.  17-18  is  not  worthless,  but  is  a  gift  from 
God:  pure,  gentle,  open  to  reason,  full  of 

_ .1  (male  an/I  In  VfTV  1  n  — 


nf  the  charter,  he  deals  wun  coniuct,  quai-  wu.  — y  . 

reling  and  strife  A  2,000  pound  Clydesdale  mercy  and  good  fruits,  and  free  fromin- 
horae  is  controlled  by  use  of  a  small  bit  in  the  iquity,  defilements,  and  hypocrisy.  This 


replaces  rudeness,  jealousy,  the  cruelty  of 
tempers  and  self-serving  personalities.  He 


►  The  Southwestern  Seminary 

alumni  meeting  will  be  held  at  First 
Church,  Jackson,  Oct.  29,  noon.  Tick¬ 
ets,  $8,  and  can  be  obtained  by  con¬ 
tacting  Archie  Herrin,  1962  National 
Guard  Rd„  Columbia,  MS  39429  or 


email  archie_herrin@att.net. 

>•  The  U.  S.  News  and  World  Report 
rankings  recently  released  placed  Wil¬ 
liam  Carey  University  #1  in  “Best  Value 
in  the  South  among  Regional  Universi¬ 
ties."  Carev  is  also  ranked  #36  among  re¬ 


gional  universities  in  the  South.  WCU  s 
ranking  among  regional  universities  in¬ 
creased  significantly  from  #69  last  year. 
According  to  U.S.  News,  the  calculation 
used  takes  into  account  a  school’s  aca¬ 
demic  quality,  as  indicated  by  its  2014 


harvest  peace.  That  s  a  whole  bunch  better 
than  disruption,  chaos,  anger,  etc.  Be  open 
to  reasonableness  -  don’t  be  a  know-it-all, 
but  be  willing  to  at  least  listen  to  what  oth¬ 
ers  have  to  say.  You  might  hear  something 
that  could  soften  your  attitude.  Learn  to  be 
merciful  and  do  something  for  others  that 
you  may  not  even  think  they  deserve.  Stop 
with  die  wrangling. 

When  you  actively  seek  to  become  a 
peacemaker,  you  have  done  something  you 
can  secretly  be  proud  of,  especially;  wrthin 
your  own  family.  Avoiding  disruption  and 
confusion  brings  folks  closer  together  and 
closeness  empowers  you.  Righteous  living 
brings  about  peace.  Wisdom  will  usually 
prevail  when  we  stop,  look,  listen  and  think 
before  we  speak.  Unhappily  ,  most  of  us  can 
recall  some  really  harsh  and  hurtful  words 
we  spent  years  overcoming 

Remember  there  are  words  of  kindness 
and  appreciation  that  can  change  a  person¬ 
ality  in  a  few  seconds. 

Gibson  is  a  member  of  Monticello 
Church,  Monticello. 


College  and  Seminary  News 


U.S.  News  Best  Colleges  ranking,  and 
the  2012-2013  net  cost  of  attendance  for 
a  student  who  receives  the  average  level 
of  need-based  financial  aid.  The  higher 
the  quality  of  the  program  and  the  lower 
the  cost,  the  better  value  a  college  has. 


Thf.  Baptist  Record  September  19,  2013 


Just  for  the  Record 


The  GAs  of  BETHANY  CHURCH.  POTTS  CAMP,  collected 
66  New  Tesla  merits  for  Christmas  in  August.  Donald  Wor¬ 
sham,  pastor. 
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IT’S  TIME 
TO  PRAY 


IMAMB 


i 
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SUNRISE  CHURCH.  CARTHAGE,  held  a  dedication  service 
and  note-burning  for  their  new  sanctuary.  Shown  with  pastor 
David  Addy  are  the  building  committee  and  deacons. 

"H*  told  th«m:  'The  harvest  is  abundant, 
but  tha  workers  are  few.  Therefore,  pray 

'f  | 

to  tha  Lord  of  tha  harvest  to  send  out 
workers  into  His  harvest.’* 

w  i 

,  Jr  \ 

October  2, 2013 
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Members  of  NEW  HEIGHTS  CHURCH.  SUMMIT,  are 

shown  gathering  at  the  alter  for  prayer  during  the  church's 
Sept.  11  remembrance  service.  Rick  Kennedy,  pastor. 

In  other  Church  News: 

>•  first  Church,  Gautier,  began  a  ministry,  Bridge  Church,  Sept  1 4.  The 
new  ministry  meets  Saturdays  at  6:30  p.m  tor  a  time  of  corporate  musi¬ 
cal  worship  and  preaching,  and  is  designed  to  create  an  atmosphere  that 
allows  people  to  worship  however  God  leads. 

►  First  Church,  Runnalatown,  is  hosting  Karen  Peck  and  New  River  in 
concert  Sept  27, 7  p.m.  Love  offering 

►  EnterpriseChurch.ClariteCoufTty,  will  hostaBethMooreljving  Proofs]- 

mulrad.^pnl  oR  Ra  m  TViroK  ton  inolurlino-^mlc^nn  L‘-.  — ^  -  •  1 


►  Crestview  Church, 

Sept.  22, 6  p.m. 


L  will  host  Ronnie  Cottingham  in  concert 


Lead  your  church  to  join  churches 
across  North  America  on 
Wednesday,  October  2, 

-  in  praying  Luke  10:2  for 
workers  in  God’s  harvest. 

Learn  more  at  nambjiet/TfrnTwo 


